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THE DIVIDERS IN GOVINDPURI ARE BEING USED FOR DUMPING GARBAGE
BY THE NEARBY FRUIT AND VEGETABLE VENDORS. THE MUNICIPAL

CORPORATION OF DELHI HAS NOT TAKEN ANY ACTION YET.

Vinod Rajput
■ vinod.rajput@hindustantimes.com

Businessman Ranjan Kamra,
50, born and brought up in
Lajpat Nagar, started his trans-
port business from Defence
Colony flyover market at a young
age.

Today Kamra is satisfied with
his life as it has shaped up, he
has an adorable family and a
successful business. 

“My brother and several other
relatives live in Lajpat Nagar.
Since I was born and brought
up in this colony, all the neigh-
bours and other residents are
like an extended family,” says
Kamra who cannot think of shift-
ing elsewhere.

Kamra's house is located in
F Block that is close to Central
Market. A huge ornamental
park right in front of his house
is a big bonus. 

“I own a house in the heart
of south Delhi amidst green
environs. Thinking of shifting
anywhere else is not a wise idea,”
boasts Kamra. 

Besides the importance of
location and other facilities,
Kamra cannot think of any other
place because he has an emo-
tional connect with this place
and the people of the colony.

“I know most businessmen
in Central Market today, many
of them were my classmates in
school. I have childhood friends
in almost all the blocks of Lajpat

Nagar 1, 2 and 3. We used to
play together in the by-lanes of
this locality. I will not get so
much respect and love if I move
on to a new place,” explains
Kamra. 

He also feels proud of the fact
that Central Market has
becomes synonymous with
Lajpat Nagar today and it is also
a popular shopping destination
for foreign nationals. 

“When we were teenagers,
we never thought this small
market would become so
famous. Parking was not at all
an issue then. But today it is
congested and lacks parking
space,” says Kamra. 

Kamra also feels happy with
the close-knit ties prevalent in
the colony.

“Bonhomie prevails here dur-
ing all the festivals, which peo-
ple celebrate together,” says
Kamra.

WHY I WILL NEVER LEAVE LAJPAT NAGAR

All of us live like an extended family

Garima Vohra
■ garima.vohra@hindustantimes.com

Efforts Group, a consortium of
the residents welfare associa-
tions of Safdarjung Enclave,
Safdarjung Development Area,
Arjun Nagar and proactive res-
idents had organised a registra-
tion camp for senior citizens and
a verification camp for servants.
The camp was organised on
November 20 in the library and
recreational centre in the area.

The highlight of the day long
verification camp was the pres-
ence of the newly appointed
deputy commissioner of police
(DCP), south, Chhayya Sharma.
Surinder Kumar, additional DCP,
Mahinder Singh, assistant com-
missioner of police and Sandeep
Ghai, area station house officer
were also present to discuss the
issues of the residents.

The important issues that
were discussed in the meeting
were related to the security of

the area, rising encroachments,
irregular meetings at the thana
level and the security guards.

“We have proposed to the
DCP to make the thana level
meetings regular comprising
representatives from the traf-
fic police, the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi and the
residents. The committee exists
from the last many years but
due to the lack of meetings, it
has become non- existent,” said
Pankaj Agarwal, general sec-
retary of  Efforts Group.

He adds, “We have also pro-

posed the idea of training the
colony security guards by the
local police.”

The residents discussed the
issue of the removal of encroach-
ments near Kamal Cinema and
the footpaths encroached upon
by the parking contractors. Due
to the rise in the cases of theft
by the rag pickers, from now
on they would be registered
with the police.

“The local police will take
regular action against the
encroachers and the senior cit-
izens registered with the local
police station will be regularly
visited by the beat officers,” said
Chhayya Sharma.

“The DCP agreed that such
camps should be organised reg-
ularly as they help the local
police to know the issues of the
residents. The next verification
camp will be organised on
November 27,” said SL Watwani,
media coordinator, Efforts
Group.

The ninth Dr Amidas Goradia
debate was held at The Indian
School. Senior students from
14 prestigious schools across
Delhi participated. Three
schools from Varanasi also
participated. The judges
found the standard of the
speeches very impressive.

Aaroh
Sanskriti School’s annual cul-
tural celebration,  Aaroh, a
medley of dance, music and
theatre  was  held from
November 16 to 19. “Ek
Shaam Dilli Ke Naam”, a
sound and light show  mark-
ing the centennial celebra-
tions of the  National
Territorial Capital Delhi,
started the celebration with a
bang. The show brought afore
the immense talent of grade 6
students. 

Scholar badge
Delhi Public School, Mathura
Road organised the scholar
badge ceremony recently to
award its star achievers of
class 11 and 12, for their exem-
plary performance in the field
of academics, co curricular
and sports. Salman Khurshid,
member, Delhi Public School
Society and Cabinet minister
for the Ministry of Law and
Justice and Ministry of
Minority Affairs was the chief
guest. 

The other luminaries pres-
ent at the function were Rear
Admiral MM Chopra, vice
chairman Delhi Public School
Society and chairman DPS
Mathura Road. Lighting of the
lamp by the dignitaries pres-
ent marked an auspicious
beginning. It was followed by
a melodious incantation of a
mantra by Shalini Mitra of
class 12. The audience was
brimming with excitement as

the achievers and even their
parents eagerly awaited the
laurels which included scholar
badges, blue gowns, gold
medals, silver medals, marker
cups, proficiency prizes and
all-rounder awards.
Extending a warm welcome to
the luminaries and parents,
school principal MI Hussian
congratulated the award win-
ners and stated that it
brought a sense of pride not
only to the award winners and
the parents but also to the
whole institution. Chopra
complimented the parents
and also the school for provid-
ing a platform to the pupils to
showcase their talent and

inspiring them to prove their
mettle. A cultural programme
was also organised.
Khursheed lauded the school
for the great role it is playing
in shaping the lives of the chil-
dren. 

Delegates
Tagore International School,
East of Kailash hosted a visit
by a Chinese delegation led by
Zhu Yongxin, member of
Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress
and vice president of the
Chinese Society of Education.
Yongxin and the other dele-
gates expressed a keen inter-
est in the Indian education
system and exchanged knowl-
edge with the teachers and
students about both Indian
and Chinese education sys-
tem, process of admissions,
working conditions and facili-
ties for teachers, the Chinese
script and literature.

Symposium 
An inter-disciplinary sympo-
sium was organised by St.
Mary’s School in which nine
schools participated. The par-
ticipants were required to
defend their presentations,
from not  just  the  viewpoint
of  science  but  also  from
that  of  sociology  and envi-
ronmental science.

htpacenotes

PBC Art Gallery unveiled The
Recycle of Life: Elephant
Poop to Paper, a storybook by
Jonathan Jenefsky, 12, in the
presence of American Charge
D’ Affaire, A Peter Burleigh.
Jenefsky is the son of Jenefsky
Titus, of the US Embassy.
Proceeds from the sale of the
book will be donated to help
the needy.

Children’s Day
Kinder Plume Pre-School
commenced the Children’s
Day with weeklong celebra-
tions on a very special note.
Children of Anand Vidyalaya,
a school working for children
of migrant labourers, were
invited to spend a day at
Kinder Plume Mukul,
National Media Centre.

They played games, and
took part in various activities
hosted by the Kinder Plume
staff. 

Awards
The Sanskriti Awards were
presented at a function at
India International Centre,
New Delhi, to Shahida
Shabnum for literature
(Kashmiri), Rana Ayyub for
journalism, Abhishek Hazra

for art, Murad Ali for music
and Vinayak Lohani for social
achievements. The awards
were given by former
President, Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam. 

War of bands
The much-awaited event,
Bajao, the war of bands,
kicked off with seven short-
listed bands enthralling the
huge audience with their fabu-
lous music, drumming and
guitar skills. The band,
Dementia emerged the win-
ner, with Urban Early Men
coming a close second. The
most popular band was The
Mangals. 

Education
Robyn Tyler, director,
Southbank Institute of
Technology (SBIT), the
largest educational institution
of Queensland, Australia,
plans to establish a pan-India
vocational training business

to service the growing needs
for qualified staff in the retail
and hair and beauty industry.
This was announced at an
event recently.

Campaign
A campaign for more health
workers and at the same time
honouring grassroots level
health workers was organised
by Dr AV Baliga Memorial
Trust in association with Save
the Children Bal Raksha
Bharat last week.

Qawali
An evening of qawwali and
Sufi music by Nizami Bandhu
was organised at Sheraton
Hotel in partnership with The
Royal Bank of Scotland. 

Annual fest
Religare Quo Vadis, the annu-
al management and cultural
fest of the Indian Institute of
Foreign Trade (IIFT) conclud-

ed successfully at the IIFT
campus in Qutab Institutional
Area with the soulful per-
formance of Shafqat Amanat
Ali.

Ramp show
Navjyoti India Foundation
organised Kids on Ramp-age,
an event showcasing the
exclusive collections of four
designers. The children of
underprivileged communities
walked the ramp with icons of
the corporate world to draw
attention towards their
untapped talent and the need
for equal opportunities. 

Musical treat
Ustad Amjad Ali Khan per-
formed at Nehru Prak as part
of Music in the Park organ-
ised by Spic Macay. The Tal-
Vadya Kacheri (percussion
ensemble) of the pakhawaj
and tabla provided a memo-
rable finish to the scintillating
performance.

localevents

Debate at the Indian School

■ The winning team of the ninth Dr Amidas Goradia debate that was held
at the Indian School recently.

■ Sanskriti School held its annual
cultural celebration, Aaroh at the
school premises.

■ The presence of DCP south, Chhaya Sharma (in pink) was the highlight of the day.

We have proposed
to make the thana

level meetings regular
and have representatives

from the traffic police,
the MCD and residents.

PA N K A J  A G G A R WA L ,
Efforts Group

Camp for senior citizens

Book on recycling poop by American youngster
■ Ranjan Kamra likes the bonhomie in the colony. SUNIL SAXENA / HT PHOTO

KAMRA CANNOT THINK
OF ANY OTHER PLACE
BECAUSE HE HAS AN
EMOTIONAL CONNECT
WITH THIS PLACE AND
THE PEOPLE.

■ Dr AV Baliga Memorial Trust has started a campaign for more health workers.

■ The director of SBIT wants to
establish a vocational training
business in India.

■ At the launch of Jonathan Jenefsky’s book on recycling elephant poop.

SASHA'S
U N I S E X S A L O N

with 5-star facilities and ambience, catering to all your beauty needs, to pamper you & to
bring out the best in you. Please visit once for the experience of a lifetime.

in South Delhi

The most luxurious

E-103, Central Market, Lajpat Nagar-II, Tel : 29811182, 29811183
Mail : sashas.2009@gmail.com
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Hair Extension
with latest technique

• •Rebonding @ Rs.5000/- any hair Length Global Color @ Rs.4000/- any hair Length

Special
Bridal Package Available
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Tel.: 29838780, 29848780, 9810286857

5, CENTRAL MARKET, LAJPAT NAGAR, NEW DELHI - 24
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