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In the remote village of
Pachpehra in Mahoba district
— about 240 km southwest
of Lucknow in UP — a cou-

ple made headlines few months
ago. They started a new tradition,
possibly never heard of in India!
Sangam Singh, 24 and Mandvi
Singh, 20 had a green wedding,
where no automobiles were used,
the attire was fashioned from cot-
ton fabrics dyed in vegetable
colours and the groom’s headgear
was made from palm fronds. The
wedding feast was served in
plates and bowls made from
leaves and apart from using natur-
al substances as cosmetics, the
bride took a tulsi sapling along as
dowry! All the guests and rela-
tives participated in a sapling
planting ceremony symbolically
neutralising all the carbon that the
couple would generate in their
lifetime and also took a vow to
live their lives in as eco-friendly a
manner as possible.

Surprised? Don’t be. This new
trend may sound bizarre to a few
of you, but conscious citizens all
over the world are opting for
green weddings to contribute to
saving the environment in a posi-
tive and important way. Today,
mere lip service will not help the
cause — it’s essential that we
inculcate eco-friendly habits in
our day to today lives. 

So, are you thinking that going
in for an earth-friendly wedding
means sacrificing style? Says
Tenzin Dhasel, a Delhi-based
Wedding Planner, “This is a great
concept and people will gradually
embrace it wholeheartedly once
they learn about its benefits. In
fact, this can be your style state-
ment on your big day to show the
ones you love your passion for
the environment. However, it is
important that people from edu-
cated backgrounds initiate and
popularise the trend of green wed-
dings. This will set a good exam-
ple for others.”

Yes, creating a wedding that
isn’t wasteful or polluting is
appealing to more and more cou-
ples. The number of earth-friend-
ly products and services is grow-
ing, giving the bride and groom a
range of options. Right from your
engagement, through to the wed-
ding (which includes choosing a
location, bridal wear and makeup,

invitations, flowers, the cere-
mony and the hon-

eymoon), you can look for newer
ways to be environment friendly.
For instance, supporting a local
artisan is much more earth friend-
ly than having trinkets shipped
half way around the world. 

To start with, your wedding
announcement or invitation can
set the tone for your environment-
friendly wedding. There are many
options for 100 per cent recycled,
partially recycled or completely
tree free paper. If you are interest-
ed in creating your own invita-
tions, the choices are unlimited —
you can communicate electroni-
cally or make your own unique
personal wedding page or web-
site. Choosing a florist where

organically grown, in-season,
local flowers are used is a much
better and more earth-friendly
choice. Your jewellery, cosmetics,
dresses and accessories are a few
other important areas where you
can make a conscious decision to
be more eco-supportive. Informs
Designer Neeru Kumar (under the
label Tulsi), “If you want to flaunt
style on your big day, there is no
better way than to go for eco-
friendly fabrics as they are high
on comfort, easy on your pocket
and add a lot of panache.” Says
Shahnaz Husain, Chairperson,
Shahnaz Husain Group who has
recently launched a range of plant
stem cell cosmetic products,

“Whether for a bride or for any
woman who wants to be eco-
friendly, natural substances are
best suited as they have powerful
healing properties and many ben-
efits for skin and hair care.”

The trend of green weddings has
set the industry on a new path and
wedding planners are going full
throttle to package this theme to
entice newer clientele. There are a
number of articles, blogs, web-
sites and books that are being
published discussing the pros and
cons of green weddings. In fact,
books like Green Wedding: Plan-
ning Your Eco-friendly Celebra-
tions and The Green Bride Guide
have become bestsellers!
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One of the most effective
steps in countering the
challenge of climate

change and its impact is to cre-
ate an awareness amongst our
toddlers who are going to be the
future torchbearers of our soci-
ety. Divya Johar Bawa of
Kinder Plume understands this
more than most people. Her pre-
school in Delhi has a curriculum
that talks about being environ-
ment friendly in fun way and
the teachers take a keen interest
in being ecologically conscious.
For instance, the school is a no
poly zone. Cloth and jute bags
are encouraged and the school

has several
green projects
— green Diwa-
li, fun with
junk, recycling
of waste, etc. 

Informs Bawa,
“A sound edu-
cation is a nec-

essary prerequisite for a child to
grow up to be a well-rounded
individual who is not only equal
to the challenges of his or her
career, but is also a socially
conscious citizen. Apart from
evolving organically and experi-
encing, exploring and express-
ing ways to learn, children
understand how they can
become guardians of the planet
through stories, craft and
rhymes. Nature walks, an inte-
gral part of our curriculum and
some classes are conducted in
the garden.”

The school’s endeavour to
make children aware of the
environment and to respect it, is
certainly a welcome change.

—R Ray
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California-based NComputing has launched a
USB-connected virtual desktop, U170 that has
the potential to turn a PC into two or more.

The revolutionary USB virtual desktop is based on the
simple fact that today’s PCs are so powerful that the

vast majority of people use only a small fraction of the
processor’s capacity. The U170 thin client taps this
unused resource so that a computer can be simultane-
ously shared by many users.

So, on a network of 10 computers, you could run the
business with just one PC connected to a CPU, while
the rest of the machines can be attached to the PC-
CPU combination through their respective U170s. The
U170 has a longer working life than a PC and it not
just saves space, but is also economical, cuts the car-
bon footprint of a PC and requires less maintenance.

The PC enabler
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